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Old Testament Literature.— It will hardly be necessary to call the attention of 
our readers to the list of American Publications and Importations in the line of 
Old Testament Study and kindred topics, which appears in the May and June 
numbers of The Student. There is certainly cause for congratulation in the 
variety and richness of the works contained in this list and large hope for the 
future of Old Testament Study in America, when we consider that the publica- 
tion and sale of these books indicates a corresponding and increasing interest in 
such studies. This interest it is our desire to stimulate in every way. It cannot 
but be a source of encouragement to the conductors of this Society that their 
efforts in this direction have been received with so great favor and seem not only 
to have a part in supplying this demand, but, to some extent, in reviving zeal for 
Old Testament Study in quarters where it has been suffered to fall into neglect. 



Signs of the Times.— It is a good sign of the times when a clergyman will 
write, and a weekly religious journal be found to print, three such articles as 
have recently appeared in the United Presbyterian from the pen of Eev. E. D. 
Campbell. " Hebrew, Arabic and Assyrian" have been successively dealt with in 
their relations to the Old Testament Scriptures. Two sources of misunderstand- 
ing of these Scriptures are mentioned and discussed, " the Massoretic pointing 
and the undiscriminating use of Arabic as modified by the cultivation of learn- 
ing." The help given by Assyrian in Hebrew lexicography and in the interpreta- 
tion of Scripture is lucidly presented, and the whole constitutes a very readable 
resume of the latest investigation in these departments. 

In a recent issue of the Cumberland Presbyterian a vigorous plea for the study 
of Hebrew was made by Prof. E. V. Foster. Hebrew ought to be studied (1) 
because it affords a fine discipline of the mind ; (2) because of the value of its 
literature ; (3) because it has been made the depository of a large portion of 
God's revelation ; (4) a knowledge of Hebrew is absolutely necessary in many 
cases to clearly apprehend the meaning of the Scriptures. The writer maintains 
that " every Christian, and everyone who ever expects to become one, ought to be 
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acquainted with the language," and predicts that " ten or fifteen years from now 
the student who has omitted Hebrew from his list of studies will be regarded as 
having an unfinished education." It is a consummation devoutly to be wished, 
even if at present it demands an almost superhuman faith to expect its fulfill- 
ment. 
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RECENT GERMAN PUBLICATIONS. 



The following minor works from Germany are worthy of brief mention. 

The Talmudic tract Taanith is translated by Straschun.* The majority of us 
must get our knowledge of the Talmud from translations so that every new pub- 
lication of this kind is welcome. The value of the Talmud to be sure has been 
much exaggerated — to any one except a Jew, that is. What it has to aid the New 
Testament scholar has been pretty well culled out by Lightfoot and Schottgen. It 
has very little real light to throw upon the Old Testament and its exegesis is mere 
playing with the text. There may be valuable historical information contained 
in it, but if so it is hidden under such a mass of trivalities as to resemble the 
classical " two grains of wheat in two bushels of chaff." The linguistic features 
are doubtless of great interest and those of course cannot be got by means of a 
translation. 

The subject of the tract is, as indicated by the title, fasting, i. e., the correct 
observance of special fast days, most prominently of those appointed on account of 
drought. Such questions are discussed as the following: — on which day of the 
appointed fast shall rain be mentioned in the eighteen benedictions (Shmore 
esre)? Shall one also pray for wind and dew? How long shall the prayer be re- 
peated? For what sin is scarcity of rain a punishment? On the last point we 
learn that Babbi Simeon attributed it to slander and supported his opinion by 
Prov. xxv., 23. 

" The north wind brings forth rain 
And the tongue of secresy [brings forth] angry faces." 
The reasoning of the other wise men who make the cause to be immodesty, neg- 
lect of the Law or robbery is equally ingenious. Because snow is mentioned once 
in Job xxxvi., 6, and rain five times in the same verse Babba concludes that 
snow is five times as beneficial as rain. Similar specimens of exegesis are 
plentiful. 

In the same category is to be placed Wunsche's Bibliotlieca Rabbinicaf which has 
already reached its twenty-ninth part although when announced it was supposed 



* Der Tractat Taanit des Babylonischen Talmud zum ersten male ins Deutsche ueber- 
tragen etc. von D. O. Straschun, mit einem Vorwort von Lie. Dr. Aug. Wuensche. Halle : 
Niemeyer, 1883. xx and 185 pp. 

+ Bibliotheca Babbinioa, eine Sammlung alter Midraschim zum ersten male ins Deutsch 
uebertragen von Lie. Dr. Aug. Wuensche. Sieben-und-Achtundzwanzigste Lieferung; Neunund- 
zwanzigsteLieferung; Der Midrasch Bemidbar Babba. Leipzig: O. Sc/wtee, 1884. 288 pp. 8vo. 



